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miles (38 per cent.) from tanks ; and only 44 square miles (15 per cent.)
from canals. The Cauvery is of little use for irrigation till it enters the
Namakkal taluk. Here three channels of a total length of 49 miles
take off from it, #nd convert more than 7,000 acres, which would
otherwise be barren, into a fertile area that has with justice been called
the garden of the District.

The tributaries of the Cauvery have not the same constant flow as
the main stream, and the land watered by them is liable to failure of
crops, owing to short supply of water. The Vellar river system in the
Atur taluk possesses a perennial supply and irrigates an area of 9,400
acres. The Ponnaiyar, with its tributaries, waters 26,000 acres, in-
cluding both direct and indirect irrigation, Of the 1,842 Government
tanks in the District, the only one large enough to be worth mention
is the Barur tank fed by the Ponnaiyar, which irrigates about 3,000
acres. Of the tanks, 79 per cent, are small reservoirs supplying less
than 50 acres each, and 32 per cent, of these irrigate less than 10 acres
each. In these small works the supply is very precarious, and has to
be supplemented by wells to enable a ewet crop ' to be raised. Accord-
ingly, we find that there are 25,152 wells in ; wet ' land, a larger number
than that in any other District in the Presidency except North and
South Arcot. Wells in i dry ' land are also numerous, numbering
53,878, a figure exceeded only by Coimbatore and North and South
Arcot. They are most numerous in the Talaghat and least so in the
Balaghat. The garden land supplied by them is cultivated with great
skill, and the crops raised are heavier and more valuable than those
irrigated from channels or tanks. In the Rasipur side of the Salem
taluk this garden cultivation is especially excellent.

The chief forests form a horseshoe belt across the District from west
to east, beginning on the mass of hills bordering the Cauvery and
thence extending along the Shevaroys in the centre
Forests. Qf the District to the c^itteri and Kalrayan hills.

The Pachaimalais and Kollaimalais form a separate block in the
south-eastern corner of the District. The area of * reserved ' forests
is 1,560 square miles, and that of 'reserved' lands 96 square miles.
Sandal-wood flourishes on almost every hill range, but is most abundant
on the Javadis and the Chitteris at an altitude of 2,000 to 3,000 feet.
Teak, black-wood (Dalbergia latifolia)^ acha (Hardwickla binata), vetigai
(Pterocarpus Marsupium\ Terminalia tomentosa, satin-wood (Chloro-
xylon Swiete?iia\ Anogeissus latifolia^ and other timber trees grow to a
moderate size in all the forests, while along the streams in the hills some
large specimens of Terminalia Arjuna are found. At the foot, and on
the lower slopes, of all the hill ranges on the eastern side of the District
are numbers of tamarind-trees growing to a remarkable height and
size, The forests within 15 miles of the Madras Railway were until